
  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

The Support Programme for Accelerated Infrastructure Development (SPAID) was established by the 

Business Trust at the request of the President’s Big Business Working Group to develop innovative ways of 

combining the resources of Business and Government to accelerate the achievement of the Governments 

infrastructure development targets. For more information on SPAID see www.spaid.co.za. This report sets 

out some of the quarterly highlights for the period 1 April to 30 June 2009. 

 

Universal Access to Basic Services Index (uHABS) 

 

During the quarter good progress was made in respect of the Universal Household Access to Basic Services Index 

(uHABs) with the appointment of a data service provider (University of Stellenbosch Department of Economics) as well 

as a Communications Specialist (Palimpsest Communications).  

 

The project seeks to develop a common basis for measuring progress in eradicating municipal basic service backlogs 

through the development of an index for universal household access to water, sanitation, electricity and domestic 

refuse removal. Data from StatsSA (Census and Household Survey) will be used to determine the percentage of 

households with full access and the percentage deviation by service dimension. A clear and consistent reporting format 

will be prepared that provides a quick snapshot of access levels per municipality, province and at national level. The 

project is being undertaken with the Department of Cooperative Governance and Traditional Affairs (formally the 

Department of Provincial and Local Government)   

 

The Ukulungisa Project Preparation Fund 

 

The first preparation project was approved in 24 June 2009 for the Ukulungisa Project Preparation Fund (UPPF). The 

project is located in the jurisdiction of Umuziwabantu Municipality, but the Preparation Services Agreement will be 

entered into with the Implementing Agent, Altak Africa.  

 

UPPF was developed by SPAID during 2008 as a Section 21 Company and is a new and innovative support programme 

for municipalities, assisting them to prepare and package municipal infrastructure projects.  
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CIP Implementation Support Initiative  

 
The Department of Cooperative Governance and Traditional Affairs (CGTA) is concerned about a lack of strategic 

alignment with the 2014 basic services backlog eradication targets and of capacity to manage project 

implementation in many municipalities.  To address this CGTA is developing a set of Comprehensive Infrastructure 

Plans (CIP) which review the infrastructure backlogs in Municipalities and propose a ‘road map’ to meeting the 2014 

backlog eradication targets. The CGTA now wish to use the Municipal Project Expediting System (MPES) to initiate 

support interventions particularly in underperforming municipalities. The MPES was developed by SPAID in 2008 and 

is a programme monitoring and management system that enables Municipalities to plan and monitor progress in 

eradicating infrastructure service backlogs.  

 

Consequently in June proposals were developed jointly by CGTA and SPAID aimed at kick starting a priority CGTA 

engagement with municipalities in three Provinces with the highest backlogs (Eastern Cape, Kwa Zulu Natal and 

Limpopo). This Initiative to be called the CIP Implementation Support Initiative will be supported by SPAID who will 

develop the tools and materials for the high level engagement with Provinces and Municipalities. These engagements 

will, on the basis of the CIPs, develop agreed strategies with targeted municipalities to realign their infrastructure 

capital programmes and to support the implementation of aligned projects. In addition SPAID will, through the MPES, 

provide a basis for monitoring the performance of institutional, programme and project support in targeted 

Municipalities agreed to in these strategies. 

 

The Infrastructure Dialogues project  

 

The Infrastructure Dialogues project commenced during the quarter. The Dialogues comprise a series of high level 

monthly seminars dealing with relevant topics and issues within the infrastructure sector. The seminars will be held 

on the last Thursday of every month commencing in June 2009. The first seminar, on the Municipal Infrastructure 

Investment Framework, was held on the 25 June 2009. The dialogue was attended by 35 stakeholders. In addition 80 

additional stakeholders have registered on line to receive the documents and participate electronically in the 

dialogue. For information and to register to receive the documents see infrastructuredialogues.co.za. 

 

 


